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Witness: It is important, because if that further reference for sanction for schemes over 50 lakhs were removed it would take away one difficulty in transferring the subject of Irrigation ; that is to say, there would be no further control exercised over schemes at all, except that in some way or other one would like to see the taking of a second opinion from this competent Board of experts in India made obligatory. Whether that could be done within the present definition of a transferred subject is arguable. That is one side of the question, the question of technical •control of the schemes. The. other side, which is equally or more important, is that in the Irrigation service the recruitment of European engineers up to 40 per cent, of the whole is still continued. Forty per cent, are recruited from Europe, 40 'per cent, recruited direct in India and 20 per cent, are promoted subordinates.
 100.	Colonel Lane-Fox -.    Who carries out the re
cruitment ?—The   Secretary   of   State   recruits   in
England 40 per cent, of the engineers required fbr
the Irrigation departments of the provinces.
 101.	Is he sending out suitable men ?—No.    We
have had great difficulty in the last year.    In the
last year we had nine vacancies to fill, and the Secre
tary of State has quite recently reported to us that
he has been able to obtain only three suitable men
for the service of Engineers.*
 102.	What do you put that down to ?    There is
a great shortage of work for engineers in the old
country ?—On receipt of that report, the Government
of India deputed two of their leading engineers who
were on leave in England to go round all the uni
versities at Home and to inquire into the cause of
the reluctance of men to come out, and to suggest
any   possible  remedies.    Their  report  has  recently
been received.    They say it is hot a question of pay ;
there is apparently a definite reluctance on the part
of the engineers to come to the East, but also and
more particularl/ they think it is due to the present
method of recruitment, which requires men to spend
a year attached to some firm of consulting engineers.
They think either Government should pay the ex
penses of that year, or, if possible, the men should
come out and be given their year's training here, and
that in that case young men might be more willing
to come out.    But the fact remains that the present
system of recruitment has broken down.
 103.	The year is intended to give them practical
experience ?—In    general    civil   engineering.     The
engineer out here has to be very catholic ;   he has
to   build  his   roads  and  bridges  and  all  his  own
houses as well as be a technical irrigation engineer.
 104.	You suggest he might get his practical ex
perience out here ?—One suggestion is that we should
give it to him ourselves out here, yes.
 105.	Can yoxi tell me what terms they are enlisted
on ?—I have not the figures here, but I could let you
have them.    There is a fixed scale for aU the engineer
ing   services—railway   engineers   and   the   Indian
Service of Engineers.

 106.	The Chairman :   I do not think the question
was directed to the salary, but to the prospects of
permanent employment ?—It is permanent service.
They are recruited for the whole of their career out
here, and retire on a pension like the members of
any other All-India service.    It was in fact suggested
by  our  own  consulting   engineer   before the  Lee
Commission, that it might be better to bring men out
on temporary contracts, and that you might be able
to get more men if you brought them out on a five-
year contract, and that proposal was considered by
the Lee Commission,  but they did not accept it;
they preferred to adopt the present principle of re
cruitment for the whole of their service, and fixing
a definite proportion of European recruits.
 107.	Colonel  Lane-Fox :   Roads   are,   I   think,   a
transferred  subject—the maintenance  of roads ?—
Yes.
* The witness subsequently amplified this statement vide Appendix B, p. 183-.
 
 108.	Are   roads   maintained   by   a   central   tax ?
There is a petrol tax no\v, is not there ?—No.    There
is a tax on petrol now of four annas a gallon.    The
proposal of the Heads Committee, which reported
a week or two ago, is that that saould be increased
by two annas, and that the proceeds of that extra
taxation should be applied under the general control
of the Central Legislature and given in varying pro
portions to the different provinces.
 109.	What is the existing petrol tax ?    Is that a
local,   provincial  tax ?—No,   an  All-India   tax,   an
excise.
 110.	Are the proceeds .of that distributed in the
same way ?—No.    They go into the general revenues.
If effect is given to this proposal it will mean an
alteration in the Devolution Rules     You are going
to spend the'proceeds of a central tare on a provincial
subject, and I think it follows an alteration of the
Devolution   Rules   will   be   required.    Sir   Arthur
Froom was a member of that Committee.    I think
an alteration will be needed.
Sir Arthur Froom :   Yes, presumably.
 111.	Colonel Lane-Fox :  Is no portion of the petrol
tax at present spent on the maintenance of roads ?
—No, not directly.    It goes to general revenues.
 112.	There is no grant from the Central  Govern
ment to the provinces ?—No, none.
 113.	I notice that the development of industries
is  a   transferred   subject   and  the   development   of
mineral resources is a reserved subject ?—Yes.
 114.	What is the reason for that ?—With regard
to mineral resources, I think the view taken has been
that they were a national asset and required to be
dealt with on general principles, and that individual
provinces could not be allowed to take different lines
as regards rates of royalty and methods of develop
ment.    What actually'happens is that a code of rules
has been framed by the Secretary of State, and local
Governments within those rules are given a fairly
free hand.    The rules lay down, for instance, that
no license shall be given to anyone except a British
subject, and also that certain rates of royalty shall
not be exceeded, and that more than a certain area
shall not be given to any one prospector or licensee ;
but beyond that the local Governments have a fairly
free hand.    As a matter of fact, I think several local
Governments feel that they have not quite so free a
hand as they would like,' and I think it is possible
some of them may give evidence to that effect,
 115.	As a matter of fact, mining legislation is a
matter for the Central Government ?—Yes, the Mines
Act is a central Act.
 116.	And   the   inspectors   also ?—Thev   are   also
central.
 117.	Surely there are some local inspectors as welJ ?
—No,  the  central inspection is  all  by  our  Mines
Department.

 118.	How many inspectors are there ?—Ten in
India,
 119.	Do you know what the number of manes is
roughly ?—I have not the figures, but the largest
numbers are in Bengal and the Bihar coalfields.
Beyond that they are  mainly scattered,    In the
Central Provinces there is a number of coal mines,
but there is not a large number of deep workings
anywhere else.    In  Mysore  State  there   are   gold
mines.

 120	There is some local body which superintends
them*?—Yes.    Under  the  Mines  Act  one  of   the
principal regulations is that Mining Beards should
be appointed or may be appointed in every province.
In fact, more than one mining board may be ap
pointed in one province.   Those are bodies to whom
the local Government refers any question of difficulty
arising in connection with the mines;   for instance,
if there is a bad accident they would appoint a
special hoard to go into the question.    Any rules or
regulations that they frame under the Mines Act
has to be referred ~to the mining boards.    There is
close local control as well.	.,»    * a
 121	What happens in case of a Dad accident ?
Are the inspectors allocated to certain districts ?—

